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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

DELEGATE SPONSOR PARTNER: 2ND METAL CASTING CONFERENCE (MCC) & 
WORLD FOUNDRY ORGANIZATION (WFO) TECHNICAL FORUM 2017 

The 2nd Metal Casting Conference (MCC) will be hosted concurrently with the World 
Foundry Organization (WFO) Technical Forum from 14 – 17 March 2017 in Gauteng.  The 
7th BRICS Foundry Forum will precede the conference. 

The National Foundry Technology Network (NFTN) in partnership with the South African 
Institute of Foundrymen (SAIF) and the UJ Metal Casting Technology Station (MCTS) are 
the conference hosts.   

Foundrymen, industry suppliers, casting buyers and all other stakeholders in the 
domestic metal casting industry will benefit from this prestigious international event. The 
event promises to provide a unique forum to share the latest international and national 
technological developments driving competitive advantage in the foundry industry, as 
well as an invaluable opportunity to network with foundry experts from all quarters of 
the globe. 

The South African foundry industry is predominantly still an SMME industry, with limited 
resources and financial means to perform research and innovation, improve or change 
their processes and exposure to newer technologies is limited. 

As a valued stakeholder in the South African metal casting industry, we would like to 
request your support in becoming a partner of this highly prestigious international event 
by affording foundry workers, not in a position to pay for this conference the 
opportunity to participate in this prestigious international event. 

To realise the vision of the conference and in line with the theme: World Cast in Africa – 
Innovate for Sustainability, coordinated interaction between key role players in the 
industry is vitally important. Government departments, foundries, suppliers, professional 
bodies, academia and research institutions are urged to work together to overcome the 
adverse challenges that the manufacturing industry is facing.   

The organisers of this conference realises that it is impossible to achieve the vision of the 
conference and to develop the industry without the support from government 
departments and the public sector.  We are appealing to these role players to assist us in 
our efforts to create an enabling environment for industry to grow the economy. 

PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSAL 

The purpose of this proposal is to request funding support from your organisation, and to 
become a delegate sponsor partner of the conference with the understanding that the 
development of the metal casting and manufacturing industry, localisation and ultimately 
export of our finished goods is in line with Government and that it achieve economic 
objectives such of development of the industry and job creation. 



 

2 BACKGROUND 
 

METAL CASTING CONFERENCE 

The first Metal Casting Conference was held from 13 – 16 March 2013 at the 
KwaMaritane Bush Lodge in the Pilanesberg.  The event was held concurrent to the 3rd 
BRICS Foundry Forum and the 3rd Industry Think Tank facilitated by the Metal Casting 
Technology Station. The theme for the conference was Technology and Practice for 
Increased Competitiveness. 

The conference served as a platform for industry delegates, researchers and academics 
to share, engage and network on the state of technology and competitiveness of the 
metal casting industry.  

The conference programme included high-level international and local speakers and a 
total number of 163 delegates attended the event with a BRICS delegation of 28 
delegates. 

The event was widely covered in the local as well as international media with a front-
page cover story in Engineering News, and various follow-up articles by international 
publications such as the Foundry Planet, Foundry Review and Giesserei-Praxis to name a 
few. 

WFO TECHNICAL FORUM 
 
The World Foundry Organization (WFO) is the recognised centre of strategic foundry 
knowledge, designed to develop, enhance and improve the production of metal castings; 
through the latest technical and sustainable industry practices. Through the involvement 
of the member associations, in 30 countries the WFO creates a network of technical 
knowledge and resource that is a vital tool to every foundry association, foundry and 
foundry worker throughout the world. 

The WFO is a neutral body that represents the collective needs of the members on a 
global stage. 

The WFO hosts the World Foundry Congress (WFC) in collaboration with the national 
foundry association in respective countries every second year.  Between congress years, 
the WFO organises an international Technical Forum (WFO-TF).  South Africa is the host 
for the 2017 Technical Forum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WORLD FOUNDRY CONGRESS AND WORLD FOUNDRY ORGANISATOIN 
TECHNICAL FORUMS 

2012 70th WFC Monterrey, Mexico 

2013 WFO-TF St Louis, USA 

2014 71st WFC Spain 

2015 WFO-TF GIFA, Dusseldorf, Germany 

2016 72nd WFC Japan 

2017 WFO-TF South Africa 

2018 73rd WFC Poland 

2019 WFO-TF GIFA, Dusseldorf, Germany 

2020 74th WFC Brazil 

2021 WFO-TF India 

2022 25th WFC Korea 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN FOUNDRY INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 

Foundries are the backbone of the manufacturing industry and are strategically and 
economically very important to South Africa - it is both a job and value-add multiplier.  
 
Geographically, more than half of the 170 South African foundries are located in Gauteng 
The foundry industry employ in excess of 10 000 workers. 
 
The foundry industry provides input components (un-machined and machined) to 
manufacturing sectors such as the automotive, mining, rolling stock energy markets and 
general engineering markets. 
 
The foundry industry has extensive job creation potential in further beneficiation through 
the further processing of castings. 
 
The importance of foundries is recognized and emphasized by the government. The 
Department of Trade and Industry’s IPAP and IPAP2 identified the metal industry as a 
sector vital to sustainable economic and employment growth. The foundry industry is 
expected to play a major role in supplying the massive infrastructure development 
programme, launched by the government to stimulate the local economy, whilst creating 
significant numbers of skilled jobs. 

3 CONFERENCE APPROACH 

The global foundry industry is under severe pressure to continuously supply casting at 
higher quality and lower costs to meet market demand, as well as complying with more 
stringent environmental legislation. It will have a major impact on our manufacturing 
sector, and seriously compromise the government’s beneficiation, localisation and 
associated job creation efforts. We believe that the conference will provide delegates 
with information and development to realise potential for the industry. 



 

 

Objectives 

 To create awareness of the vital importance of the metal casting industry in South 
Africa 

 To provide increased knowledge to stakeholders with regard to innovative 
technologies and sustainability strategies 

 To enable industry to engage and network to build relationships in the industry to 
secure orders and maintain stakeholder relations 

Theme and Conference Programme 

Foundries are resource intensive businesses (material, energy, labour) and compete 
globally in a very competitive market.  There are constant pressures to reduce cost, 
increase quality and comply with environmental legislation. These factors are 
fundamental to the survival of foundries. Please find herewith the draft conference 
programme.  
http://metalcastingconference.co.za/conference-programme-2/ 

Timelines and Venue 

The event will be held from 14 – 17 March 2017 at Emperors Palace, Ekurhuleni, 
Gauteng.  It is envisaged that the 7th BRICS Foundry Forum precede the conference with 
meetings and presentations held on 14 March.  The conference from 15 – 17 March will 
incorporate WFO Technical Forum papers. 

An exhibition of 25 stands will be held concurrently to the conference and an academic 
pavilion has been reserved for the Academic Partners of this conference.  

Three social events are planned to enable engagement between delegates, namely: 

 BRICS & WFO Gala Dinner 
  MCC & WFO Welcome Reception  
  MCC & WFO Gala Dinner 

Conference website  

The conference website can be found at: http://metalcastingconference.co.za/ and acts 
as the most important marketing communication tool, coupled with regular e-
newsletters including call for papers, announcements and opportunities. 

Funding partners, sponsors, academic partners and industry partners enjoys branding 
opportunities and will receive comprehensive exposure on the website, newsletters, 
marketing collateral ie. flyers to be handed out at international events and South African 
industry events, the conference programme and any correspondence with key 
stakeholders. 
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Conference Committee  

The core conference committee consists of the following members: 

John Davies CEO SAIF 

Steve Jardine Project Leader NFTN 

Farouk Varachia Station Manager UJ Metal Casting Technology Station 

Kulani Mgeza Operations 
Manager 

UJ Metal Casting Technology Station 

Laricia Smit Managing Director Corporate Communication  

(Event and Communication Manager) 

Marina Biljon Executive Secretary SAIF 

Dalmari McQueen Managing Director Foundry Concepts and Director of SAIF 

Andrew Turner Secretary General WFO (Based in the UK) 

 

Partners and Collaborators  

The conference hosts are the South African Institute of Foundrymen representing 
industry, the National Foundry Technology Forum, a proud initiative of the dti and the 
University of Johannesburg Metal Casting Technology Station.  Public sector sponsors, 
suppliers, the World Foundry Organization and the academic and industry partners will 
also support the conference.   

Funding and sponsorship opportunities 

This event will be a unique opportunity for your organisation to become part of this 
international event. Sponsorship packages offers branding opportunities and networking 
opportunities. 

Conference participation 

Delegate sponsor partners will automatically quality for the following branding 
opportunities. 

Brand visibility 

 Your logo on the home page of the MCC Conference website with a hyperlink to your 
website. 



 

 Your logo on the marketing material, i.e. monthly newsletters, correspondence with 
delegates.  

 Your logo on the conference programme, included in the delegate bags. 

 Your logo on the conference banner that will be put up in the venue during the 
plenary sessions. 

 You will be welcome to include promotional literature (e.g. a brochure) in the delegate 
bags. 

Conference packages  

We respectfully request the sponsorship of delegate packages for upcoming young 
leaders and workers in the foundry industry.   

Below we summarise the cost of the various packages:  

     One Day Package – Excluding VAT: 

 R2 750  

     Two-day Package – Excluding VAT: 

 R5 750 – Non-member 

     Three-day Package – Excluding VAT: 

 R8 200 – Non-member 

* Please note: Day packages include attendance of the conference and exhibition, a 
delegate bag, USB with conference presentations, meals for the day and the evening 
function of the day. We can arrange accommodation at an additional fee. 

4 Conclusion  
 

As a major stakeholder in the industry, we trust that you will understand the importance 
of your partnership to this conference.  We would strongly suggest that you become 
involved to enjoy the benefits of the pre-conference planning activities in pursuing 
exciting and new opportunities for the industry in 2017. 

Please feel free to contact me for any further information. 
 

Kind Regards 

 

C.E.O  
South African Institute of Foundrymen 



 

 
 
 

2ND SOUTH AFRICAN METAL CASTING CONFERENCE &  
WFO TECHNICAL FORUM 2017 – Delegate Sponsorship 

 

 

INSTITUTION DETAILS 

Name of institution  

Contact person  

Designation  

Telephone number  

Email address  

Person responsible 
for accounts 

 

Invoicing details  

 

VAT Number  

Investment R 

(Value of funding/sponsorship) 

SIGNED  

DATE  

 

 
 
 

John Davies (SAIF) – jdavies@uj.ac.za  
Laricia Smit (Corporate Communication) – Laricia@corpcomm.co.za   
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